Mary Cunningham
December 27, 1917 - December 8, 2019

Mary Woolery Cunningham was drawn to the Lord on December 8, 2019. Mary was born
in Bloomington Indiana, daughter of Ralph and Helen Woolery on December 27, 1917,
and passed away peacefully on December 8, 2019 at University Nursing and Rehab in
Evansville, Indiana. She was their second child with older sister Martha Woolery Riggle,
and younger brothers Max and Jim Woolery; all of whom are now deceased. She grew-up
in Bloomington with her siblings, living in town during the winters and down on the farm
and the Woolery Limestone Mill south of town in the summers. Her fondest memories are
from those summers on the farm with her mom, dad, siblings, cousins, and friends.
Mary graduated from Bloomington High School, and received her Bachelor’s Degree in
Psychology from Indiana University in 1938. Her formal education culminated with her
Master’s Degree in Educational Psychology from Butler University in 1963, with many
hours beyond those required for her Masters.
She found the love of her life – husband – partner – friend – when Ralph Cunningham
came to make a sales call for IBM typewriters at Eli Lilly where she worked. Ralph and
Mary were married in 1948 and had two girls; Julie and Susanne.
Mary was far ahead of her times. All of us have benefited from her leadership of women in
the workplace. She had many jobs through her life including truck dispatcher and
secretary, but her passion was as specialist to determine childrens’ learning problems.
She became a highly sought specialist in testing to determine the learning deficits in
children and working with their families to devise individual plans of remediation. She was
a psychological consultant for the Catholic Diocese of Indianapolis and later with the
Indianapolis Public Schools.
Mary received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the International Dyslexia
Association for unfailing work with dyslexics throughout Indiana and the United States.
Mary was a member of the Orton Dyslexia Society (ODS) and worked to produce the
National ODS conference in Indianapolis. She was a board member and member of the
advisory council of ODS. She was also past president of the Indianapolis Reading
Counsel and Moderator for Junior Great Books. Mary developed a highly successful
volunteer-based reading program for the Catholic schools of Indianapolis.
Mary was a wonderful Mom and the world’s best “Oma” to her grandkids! She loved travel

and travelled extensively – imparting her love of travel to her girls. She will be greatly
missed by her daughters: Julie Merritt (and her husband Larry), and Susanne Leininger
(and her husband Steve), Grandchildren: Joe (and wife Pam), Rob, and Jim Koleszar;
Anne Streng, Mike Leininger, and Christine Vandehey (and husband Marc); and greatgrandchildren: Nicholas and Katherine Koleszar, Taylor and Kaitlyn Streng, and Allister
and Murdoc Vandehey, as well as by her loving nieces, nephews and a host of long-time
friends.
Visitation will be from 9:00 to 11:00 am Thursday, December 19, 2019 at University
Nursing and Rehab; 1236 Lincoln Avenue, Evansville, Indiana. Fr. Ted Tempel will officiate
at Mary’s funeral immediately following the visitation at University Nursing and Rehab.
Burial will follow at Clear Creek Cemetery, Bloomington, Indiana.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks for donations to be made in her name to Camp Delafield
via Dyslexia Institute: 8395 Keystone Crossing, Suite 110, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46240.
Condolences may be made online at www.ziemerfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

I’m so sorry about your Mom. She and your Dad along with Raber’s, Butler’s and
Dinsen’s were first adults I remember. I remember Mom and your Mom having lunch
many times. Your parents were at dinners at my parents often over the years. I
remember talking to your Mom. She was always nice and listened. She also did a
great job working with my youngest brother Robert when he was diagnosed with
dyslexia. Almost a 102 is fantastic. Mom died three years ago. You and your Mom
are in my prayers
Jim Sweeney

jim sweeney - December 15, 2019 at 04:59 PM

