Mark Christopher Schaefer
July 27, 1953 - April 9, 2020

Mark Schaefer, 66, loving husband and father of four daughters, passed away peacefully
on April 9, 2020 at his home.
Mark was born in Evansville, IN to Ethel "Jo" (Elliott) and John William "Bill" Schaefer on
July 27, 1953 - the day the Korean War Peace Armistice Agreement was signed, as he
often mentioned with an energetic smile. He graduated from Reitz Memorial High School
in 1971. He received his degree in Accounting from the University of Evansville in 1976
where he met Susan, his future wife of forty four years, in the library on campus. After
working construction and laying brick with his brothers, Mark joined Vectren (SIGEGO) in
1982 where he practiced Tax Accounting for over thirty five years until he "the legend"
retired in 2018.
Mark never met a stranger. Upon meeting him you would be sure to hear in the first
minute of introductions, “I have four daughters,” beaming with pride. Mark relished his role
as the father of four girls, always believing (and raising them to believe) they were better
than the boys. He found joy in coaching them in basketball and soccer, cheering on the
Memorial Tigers, being an active member of the YMCA, and modeling God's love to
remind children of all ages that they are special and loved no matter what.
Above all, Mark’s faith was a guiding light through his life. He inspired many to join him in
dedicating their lives to Christ along the way. He was actively involved in the church at St.
John the Baptist (Newburgh), from teaching Liturgy of the Word to his active roles with
Cursillo, Men's Group, Christ Renews His Parish, and his beloved Knights of Columbus.
Mark was preceded in death by his father, Bill, and his sister Lois. He is survived by his
wife Susan (Elsner), four daughters Jennifer (Patrick) Jester of Indianapolis, Katie (Rob)
Dodd of Cincinnati, Kristen (Matt) Flittner, Andrea (Ryan) Lantz and eight grandchildren
whom he adored; his mother Jo and five brothers John (Melissa), David (Lori), Billy, Danny
and Joe (Kathy).

His passing on Holy Thursday, an important day of celebration in the Catholic Church, was
undoubtedly no coincidence for Mark. On this day, Maundy Thursday, Jesus Christ gave
us a new commandment that Mark lived and breathed to his last day: to love one another;
as I have loved you.
Due to the pandemic, a private graveside service will be held for immediate family at St.
Joseph Cemetery with arrangements by Ziemer Funeral Home East Chapel, 800 S.
Hebron Ave., Evansville, IN 47714. In lieu of flowers (he was never one to enjoy with his
allergies anyway), donations can be made to support his beloved Tigers, St. John the
Baptist School, 725 Frame Road, Newburgh, IN 47630 or Reitz Memorial High School,
1500 Lincoln Ave, Evansville, IN 47714.

Cemetery
St. Joseph Mausoleum
2500 Mesker Park Dr
Evansville, IN, 47720

Comments

“

I'm a coworker for Mark's daughter, Kristen Flittner. Kristen always spoke so highly of
her Dad. Kristen and I both have worked at Delaware for many years. I remember
when Kristen coached the boys basketball team at Delaware, and Mark volunteered
his time after work to help her coach the team. I always thought this was so great of
him to do that with his daughters. Prayers for the family during this difficult time.

Stephanie Kennedy - April 13 at 07:19 PM

“

To the Schaefer & Elsner families, So sorry for your loss. Mark was such a kind and
gentle soul. I certainly found comfort in the obituary. Especially about the flowers. :)
Mother, Jo, I know this is rough losing your second child. Susan & girls, May you all
find comfort in your faith in the Lord during this difficult time. Hugs to all, Jane
(Stephens) Hackert [Lois' friend]

Jane L Hackert - April 12 at 08:17 PM

“

I worked with Mark for 5 years at Vectren. He was a great mentor/friend and a father
figure to me during my time working with him. I believe his best gift was his example
of what it meant to be great family man. It was always clear to me he loved his wife,
children and grandchildren more than anything. I am sure you have heard it many
times but he absolutely loved talking about each of you and his pride beamed
through in those conversations.
He will be greatly missed.

Jason Humphrey - April 12 at 11:29 AM

“

Diane Freson lit a candle in memory of Mark Christopher Schaefer

Diane Freson - April 11 at 09:29 PM

“

Susan and each of Mark’s daughters, so shocked to learn of Mark’s passing! I have known
his family since high school. Prayers for his entire family

. Ron and I have considered

him a dear friend for years and had so much respect and love for him
Diane Freson - April 11 at 09:36 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss Susan. I know he will be missed. I did not know him well, but he
was such a generous soul and I never heard him complain about anything.
Robynn Van Horne - April 13 at 07:52 AM

“

So, so sorry Sue.

Janet Coleman - April 11 at 05:23 PM

“

Vera Campbell lit a candle in memory of Mark Christopher Schaefer

Vera Campbell - April 11 at 05:15 PM

“

To Mark's wife and children, I am so sorry to hear of Mark's passing. We worked together
from SIGECO to Vectren. He was a wonderful friend. He definitely knew about taxes. I will
be praying for you and your family that God will give each and everyone of you His
strength.
Vera Campbell - April 11 at 06:21 PM

“

We met Mark at Memorial as freshman and Bill and Mark had stayed best friends
ever since. Many great memories with him and with him and Susan. We love them
both. Bill & Kathy Hedge

Kathleen Hedge - April 11 at 04:29 PM

“

I am so very sorry for your loss. I worked with Mark at Vectren and loved him like a
brother. So kind, so friendly and so very proud of his family. Heaven gained another
angel. RIP my friend.

Kathy Oxby - April 11 at 03:30 PM

“

I worked with Mark at Vectren. He was a dedicated employee and colleague. He was
also kind and an all-around great guy. My sympathy to the family.

Lillie Stahl - April 11 at 01:23 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Mark Christopher
Schaefer.

April 11 at 12:56 PM

“

Mark was truly a man with class. I had the honor of working with Mark in several
occasions and he always had time to talk, even when things were hectic. His warm
smile will be forever remembered. Rest in piece Mark.

Fred Frederick - April 11 at 12:55 PM

“

Mike and I are so sad to hear of Marks passing. He was such a kind, gentle man. His
faith and the way he lived it was obvious to all he met. What a great role model for
our Lord. Our prayers are with all of you as you grieve your loss as heavens gain
Mike and Charlene Fiedler

charlene fiedler - April 11 at 12:54 PM

“

Mark and I were classmates at Memorial. We had a chance to talk about a year ago and he
spoke about his deep love for Our Lord. I know he is with him now in Heaven! My sympathy
to the family. Barbara Leibundguth
Barbara Leibundguth - April 11 at 06:25 PM

“

Barb Rexing
I worked with Mark at SIGEO/Vectren for 17 years. Mark was always ready to help anyone
when they were having a problem with a work situation.
I miss our daily walks to the vending machines and the updates on his family.
He was always ready to give an encouraging word.
You will be missed.

Barb Rexing - April 11 at 08:02 PM

“
“

Susan and your girls, I am so sorry to hear that Mark passed away.
Darlene Chapman - April 11 at 08:25 PM

Sue I am so sorry to hear of Mark’s passing. Prayers for peace and comfort to you, your
girls and all your family. Cindy Ames Ferderber
Cindy Ferderber - April 12 at 12:31 AM

