Larry E. Toone
September 11, 1939 - September 1, 2020

Larry Toone of Evansville, IN passed away at his home on September 1, 2020. Larry was
born in Henderson, KY on September 11, 1939, to Marvin and Mary Katherine (Nunn)
Toone. He was a 1957 graduate of Bosse High School, Evansville. Larry received a
certificate from the first graduating class of Henderson Barber College, (now closed) and
then opened Larry Toone's Barber Shop on the old Division Street in Evansville in 1958.
Larry married Patricia Gehlhausen on January 5, 1963, and soon after they bought a
horse farm on Evansville's northwest side, where he kept and showed quarter horses and
then raised and raced Thoroughbred horses for many years. Larry continued in his
Division St. shop, cutting hair and giving old-fashioned straight-razor and hot lather
shaves until the shop was torn down to make way for construction of the Lloyd
Expressway in the early 1980's. Larry then continued his work as a barber in another shop
on Weinbach, and later on Keck Avenue in Evansville.
Larry and Pat raised two children on the Westside horse farm, where he always took pride
in his horses and property, keeping the white fences painted around his home and
pastures. Even as diabetes took its
toll on his health, eventually losing a leg, Larry kept the fences painted, letting neither his
condition nor the hottest of Southern Indiana summers slow his work. He also kept the
Walmart paint department in
steady business for gallons of fence paint over recent years.
Larry enjoyed watching Indianapolis Colts football, Indiana Pacers; and was a fan of
Bobby Knight and IU basketball. Larry officially hung up his clippers and retired at the age
of 78 in August 2017. Beyond his
love of horses and sports, our Dad will be lovingly remembered as caring, hard-working,
determined, strong-willed, trustworthy, and a man who unfailingly kept his word. His loss
will leave a sad and empty
place in our family and hearts as we miss him, but we know our Dad has now tossed away
his wheelchair and can get back to painting his fences as he so enjoyed.

Larry is survived by his wife of 57 years, Patricia; son, Marc Toone, who was a near
constant caregiver and support to our Dad over past months as his health declined;
daughter, Kristen Toone, both of Evansville;
sisters-in-law, Brenda Toone, of Clayton, MO, Thiry Toone, of Evansville, and Carolyn
Wooton (Robert) of Pendleton, IN; and nieces and nephews. He is also survived by close
family friend, Jane Behagg; always
helpful neighbors, John and Beverly Rowley, friends, Terry Worthington and Arthur Hardin;
in addition to many long-time barber customers whom he greatly missed getting to talk
with since his retirement.
Larry was preceded in death by his parents in 1974; brothers, Donald Toone, of
Chesterfield, MO and Marvin Toone, of Evansville; Father and Mother-in-Law, Marcellus
and Lela Gehlhausen; and an infant
nephew, Marvin Allan Toone.
Visitation will be from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Friday, September 4, 2020 at Ziemer Funeral
Home North Chapel, 6300 N. First Avenue. Funeral services will begin at 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, September 5, 2020 at the funeral home with Fr. Ted Tempel officiating. Due to
the current pandemic, masks are required and social distancing should be observed.
Burial will be at St. Joseph Cemetery.
The family sends our sincere thanks to Deaconess Home Health, especially nurse
Tammy; first responders German Township Volunteer Fire Department; AMR ambulance
paramedics; and deputies of the Indiana State Police and Vanderburgh County Sheriff's
Office who cared for our Dad in his time of
need.
In memory of our Dad, donations may be made to the American Diabetes Association,
Attn: Service Center, 2451 Crystal Drive, Suite 900, Arlington, VA 22202.
Condolences may be made online at http://www.ziemerfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Remembering my Dad today, on my parents’ 58th Anniversary. If he were here, I’m
sure together they’d be watching a Pacers or other game to celebrate. (Partying
wasn’t Dad’s style.) It’s hard to fully grasp that Dad isn't here to call and congratulate.
It seems so easy that I could pick up the phone and hear his voice just one more
time. But it isn’t to be. Time marches on, the world keeps turning, and the years pass
before we know it. I’m not quite sure where they went. Love lives on, however. You
are missed and loved, Dad!
January 5, 1963.
Happy Anniversary to my Mom & Dad.

Kristen Toone - January 05 at 08:19 PM

“

I'm so sorry for the loss of Larry. I just found out about it or I would have been at the
funeral I boarded my horse with Larry for a couple years and he always took good
care of Wimpy for me. And then I used to see Larry and Pat at Ellis Park all the time,
until the last few years. Larry even cut my hair some and my dad's hair years ago
when he had a shop on Walnut. Larry loved his horses and his family and was a
people person who will be missed by everyone who knew him. If there is a racetrack
in heaven, Larry will be on the rail cheering. Steve Kweskin

Steve Kweskin - September 10, 2020 at 07:33 PM

“

Thank you, Steve. I have warm memories of growing up around the horses, spending some
time in Dad's barn, and always remember your visits and Wimpy even though I was very
young then. Thank you for being a friend to my Dad and for sharing your memories. This is
a tough loss, but I'm comforted to know that he's free from the wheelchair and no longer
struggling. I'm sure by now he has rejoined several of his past horses to make sure they've
got fresh hay and water. Very likely placed a bet or two as well.
Kristen Toone - September 11, 2020 at 05:41 PM

“

PAT- I AM SO SORRY THAT I WAS UNABLE TO ATTEND THE VISITATION AND
FUNERAL SERVICE FOR LARRY THIS MORNING. i DON'T HAVE A CAR
ANYMORE AND DIDN'T KNOW OF ANYONE COMING WHO COULD PICK ME UP.
YOU HAVE MY DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND WERE IN MY THOUGHTS AND
PRAYERS THIS MORNING. I DID SEND A CHECK TO THE DIABETES
ASSOCIATION; THAT IS SOMETHING I WANTED TO DO IN LARRY'S NAME. I
KNOW THIS IS A VERY DIFFICULT AND BUSY TIME FOR YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY. I AM HOPING THAT WHEN YOU HAVE SOME TIME, YOU WILL CALL
ME. TAKE GOOD CARE OF YOURSELF TOO. I WILL BE PRAYING FOR ALL OF
YOU. MAY LARRY NOW R.I.P.~~~~~~~ WE HAVE BEEN FRIENDS FOR MANY
YEARS-AT ST. ANTHONY SCHOOL AND MATER DEI. LOVE, JUDY

JUDY ESKEW - September 05, 2020 at 04:38 PM

“

Thank you Ms Eskew. I read your message to my mom and our family appreciates your
kindness and thoughts. She will keep in touch
marc toone - September 05, 2020 at 11:25 PM

“

How incredibly sorry I missed this!!!! Marc was the best babysitter EVER!! I’ll stop by
to see you Pat this week and find out how to contact Marc.

jalane weber - September 05, 2020 at 01:05 PM

“

Jalane. Dad really enjoyed you bringing the girls up many years ago to swim. He finally is
not struggling anymore with the wheelchair and the prosthetic leg. He fought the diabetes
for 65+ yrs so it was fitting for us to bury him on the day that the Kentucky Derby ran and
for his love of the horses. Please stop by to see mom. She has good days and bad days
but would love to see an old friend. Thanks for the kind message and thoughts
marc toone - September 05, 2020 at 11:23 PM

“

Marc, so sorry for your loss. We did not know your dad but I am sure he will be
missed by all. God bless. From Fran and Doug Moore.

Doug & Fran Moore - September 04, 2020 at 10:13 AM

“

Doug and Fran! Thank you for the kind message. Yes dad will be greatly missed for sure. I
appreciate your thoughts and friendship. See you soon
marc toone - September 04, 2020 at 10:35 AM

“

So sorry to hear this, Larry was a nice man with a sense of humor, who enjoyed
horses and family and his customers. Had a lot of years of memories with him as my
family years ago. Deepest thoughts and Prayers to Patricia, Marc, Kristin.
Lisa Bunnage

Lisa Bunnage - September 03, 2020 at 12:39 PM

“

Thank you, Lisa. The last several months were tough for my Dad. Despite beating
numerous health challenges and being tough as nails, the last cumulative battle he could
not overcome. I'm sad to know he has left us and for the things I didn't get to say, but
relieved to know he's now free of his wheelchair and no longer struggling. Thank you again
for your kind message.
Kristen Toone - September 03, 2020 at 04:04 PM

“

Thank you Lisa for your kind words and memory shares. Dad always held a spot for you
and your family as do all of us.
marc toone - September 03, 2020 at 11:15 PM

“

Sincere sympathy to the Toone family. I didn't know Larry, but I do know his son,
Marc. Between knowing Marc and then learning that Larry was a horse person, I'm
sure that he was a good man.

Linda Freeman - September 03, 2020 at 12:16 PM

“

I know if you ever had the chance to meet dad Linda the 2 of you would have hit it off with
all of the horse sense talk. Thank you my friend
marc toone - September 03, 2020 at 11:17 PM

“

Marc and family,
Our sincere condolences to you and your family. We did not know your Dad but
based upon our knowledge of his son Marc, he must surely have been a fine man. It
does not surprise that the obituary mentioned Marc as the constant caregiver for his
Dad and Mom. As an example, as we live in Indianapolis, Indiana, Marc went above
and beyond in assisting us with caring for my Uncle Ed Redford and we will be
eternally grateful.
May God hold you and yours in the palm of his mighty hand and grant you peace at
this most difficult time.
Take Care my friend and God Bless!
Allen & Susan Wilson

Allen and Susan Wilson - September 03, 2020 at 09:58 AM

“

Thank you so much Allen and Susan. Dad was certainly a character like your Uncle Ed.
The couple of times I took Ed to his shop to get his hair cut the stories and teasing were in
full force. Like my dad, Ed was a special man. Thanks again for your kind message and
thoughts
marc toone - September 03, 2020 at 11:23 PM

“

Larry was a fine man and roll model for my dad Jack Meeks. My dad became a
barber and worked for Larry before opening his own barbershop at Walnut and
Willow Rd.

David M Meeks - September 03, 2020 at 07:23 AM

“

Thank you for your thoughts about my Dad. He will be remembered for his strength,
perseverance, determination, and in general being an all-around great man and Father.
Kristen Toone - September 03, 2020 at 04:14 PM

“

Thank you David. I remember your dad very much. They certainly had a good time
barbering together. Thank you again
marc toone - September 03, 2020 at 11:26 PM

“

To Larry's family and friends I can remember getting my haircuts when I was just a
little kid from Larry my dad Truman Sullivan brought me there. I always had to get
bottles of soft drinks out of the machine. Many many good memories. He will be truly
missed so sorry for your loss. you have my deepest sympathies and condolences.
Keith L Sullivan.

Keith L Sullivan - September 03, 2020 at 02:37 AM

“

I remember that drink machine too. There was always a box of suckers in the back room
and the black riser seat that the young ones had to sit up on while in the chair. That riser
seat followed dad to all of his shops and is at their house now. Thank you for sharing your
memories and your kind words
marc toone - September 03, 2020 at 11:29 PM

“

Larry will have the best view of the Kentucky Derby this year! I called him a few weeks ago,
to let him know of another of our mutual horse friend's passing. He told me what good care
you were taking of them, Marc! I told him, I was not surprised. You have always been a
special person. He was very tired of the wheelchair and that was his only complaint. The
rest of our conversation was him being his usual kind self. Sorry, that good people have to
live through rough times. Kristen, you were lucky to be raised by a good, hardworking
father. All men should make their families their first priority, like your Dad. We have good
memories. Pat, I am glad we became friends and shared a lot of good times. Take care of
yourself!
Lana Murphy - September 04, 2020 at 09:10 AM

“

Thank you so much Lana. Dad always enjoyed all the times with you and Mick, Grady and
Tia. Lease keep in touch with us. Thank you again
marc toone - September 04, 2020 at 10:33 AM

“

Thank you for your message and kind words, Lana. Until these last months, every day my
Dad was up early in the morning to start working on something, whether it was feeding his
horses and getting to his barbershop, or working on something in the yard, barn or house.
He took such pride in being active and still able to work despite his challenges with the
prosthetic. Having lost the ability to do all that work and the things he'd always enjoyed was
very difficult for him, as would be for anyone. His work kept him going and was the center
of his very character. I know that today, he is now painting fences, putting up hay, cleaning
stalls, feeding chickens, and mowing the pasture, and it's not yet noon. I was most
definitely lucky to have been raised by my Dad who instilled in my brother and I a very
good work ethic. Thank you again for your friendship with my parents over the years, and
for your message.
Kristen Toone - September 06, 2020 at 11:32 AM

