Joseph Honnigford
February 10, 1935 - November 28, 2019

Joseph Basil Honnigford, 84, of Evansville, IN died Thanksgiving Day, November 28,
2019. He passed away peacefully at home surrounded by his family. Joe's life was a life
well lived. At St. Benedict Elementary and Reitz Memorial High School, he built lifelong
friendships and a solid faith foundation. He graduated from Purdue University, Rensselaer
Polytechnic, and the University of Evansville, earning master's degrees in chemical
engineering and business. He worked 37 years at Mead Johnson Nutritionals, traveling
often for his job.
In his professional life, Joe served as president of the Pharmaceutical Manufacturers
Association and the Healthcare Exhibitors Association. He was an active member of his
parish community at Christ the King, taking on roles ranging from lector, extraordinary
minister of communion, president of the school PTA and altar server at funerals. He spent
many years in the happy company of the Monday crew who counted offertory funds. In the
community, Joe supported the Evansville Philharmonic and St Vincent de Paul by serving
on their boards. He was an avid tennis player, a world traveler and he loved to sail. His
family and community benefitted from his talent for building.
Joe was preceded in death by his parents Norbert Bernard Honnigford and Mary Louise
(Steckler) Honnigford, and his eldest son Dr. Joseph Basil Honnigford, Jr. He is survived
by his wife Clara "Lou" Louise (Sasse) Honnigford; children Sara (Duane) Lawrence of
Sussex, England and Dr. John (Jody) Honnigford of Evansville; and three siblings Mary
(Robert) Shaul of Mooresville, North Carolina, David (Jeannette) Honnigford of
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Madeline Roe of Evansville; and seven grandchildren
Brennan, Connor, Shea, and Kelton Lawrence and Gabrielle, Nicholas, and Benjamin
Honnigford. Visitation will be at Ziemer Funeral Home East Sunday, December 1st from 28 p.m. with a prayer service at 6 p.m. Visitation will continue from 10:00-11:00 a.m. with a
funeral service beginning at 11:00 a.m. Monday, December 2, at Christ the King Catholic
Church with Father Alex Zenthoefer and Father Ted Tempel officiating.
Burial at St. Joseph Cemetery to follow.
Memorial contributions may be made to Annunciation Catholic Church, 3010 E. Chandler
Ave., Evansville, IN 47714.
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Comments

“

Dear Lou and family, I am so sorry for your great loss. Joe was always a gentleman
with a heart full of kindness for others. I always had the utmost respect for him. You
are all in my prayers. Love, Carolyn Kroeger

Carolyn Kroeger - December 02, 2019 at 04:47 PM

“

I have known Mr. Honnigford all my life; my parents are longtime friends with Joe and
Lou, and I am friends with their son John. We used to say that we've known each
other since before we were born because our moms hung out together so much. I
grew up around Mr. Honnigford, spending many a day at their house. A kinder and
nicer man can not be found in this world. Even when I did something wrong, I
remember Mr. Honnigford having the patience and kindness to explain it to me and
counsel me how to do things right. He was a part of so many people's lives, and such
a good role model, that the world is a little darker without him in it. In his memory, I
will take the little lessons he gave me and amplify them, so that the light he gave
shines on brighter in my own life. Goodbye for now, Mr. Honnigford, I hope to see
you again on the other side.

Daniel Seib - December 02, 2019 at 12:31 PM

“

Lou and Family: We were so very saddened to learn of Joe’s death. Even with our
wonderful memories of years of tennis and socializing, his passing brings great
sorrow. Joe was a lovely man: faith-filled, family oriented, honorable and kind. He will
be missed by so many. Our love and prayers for all of you. Jerry and Karen
Wallander

Jerry and Karen Wallander - December 02, 2019 at 11:18 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Joseph Honnigford.

December 01, 2019 at 12:32 PM

“

On behalf of Tom Dieter: many fond memories of Sunday evenings spent playing
tennis with the Sunday Funnies group. Condolences to Lou and family.

Elizabeth Dieter - December 01, 2019 at 12:19 PM

“

Joe is person whose presence will be missed by many, in many ways. Early in my
career at MeJo, I was fortunate to be exposed to demeanor, style and class. At
industry conventions, logistics or setups always had "something not as planned".
Watching Joe's poise and grace under pressure was to have a front seat to an
example of "What to do and Wow to do it". He always has respect for the other
person / other side and tried to understand the situation. Then, go about befriending
the workers or contractors to find a solution together. It a was "behind the scenes"
that few would know. This presence and demeanor carried over in so many ways.
Anything he was involved in, had a certain degree of a "reassuring" tone or attitude.
It was characterized by a presence, demeanor, attitude and gestures that exuded
gracefullness, kindness and respect for others. His style was not one of verbosity
and chatter. He would listen attentively and have brief but insightful and gracious
comments. One could deduct that he "lived his Faith" and one could see it in action.
Recently, I heard a homily where we are reminded "there are Saints among us", by
what they do and how they do it. Joe has to be in that select category. Thank you for
being one of those mentors and living examples within our communitiy and parish.
Peace!
Jim / Mac McCarthy

Jim McCarthy - December 01, 2019 at 10:25 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Polly Honnigford Kilgore - November 30, 2019 at 09:17 PM

“

We fondly remember when Uncle Joe would take us for ice cream. He always made people
feel special.
Polly Honnigford Kilgore - November 30, 2019 at 09:21 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Joseph Honnigford.

November 30, 2019 at 03:09 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Joseph Honnigford.

November 30, 2019 at 03:01 PM

“

So sorry to learn the news. What wonderful role models Mr. and Mrs Honningford
were during my Christ the King school days. I was closest in age to Sara and always
admired her. Such a nice family. Mr. Honningford's spirit will be with his family and
friends.

Sarah Francisco - November 30, 2019 at 02:44 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear this and sincerely offer my prayers and sympathy. He was truly
a gentleman and was always so very kind to me as I was constantly hanging around
the house with John. One day when my two sons were little Joe and Lou invited us
over to their pool for a swim, and as the boy's nap times got nearer they got crankier
and of course, didn't want to leave the pool. I must have been getting a little
frustrated and Joe offered me the wisest and sweetest advice. He smiled real big and
told me " To enjoy every age that the kids are, because every age that they are is the
best age they will be." He was very right and I remembered/followed that advice
many times over the years. I find comfort in knowing he is in the loving arms of our
Savior! Sending love to Lou, Sarah, John and Jo and all the grand kids. Laura
(Johns) Mitchell

Laura Mitchell - November 30, 2019 at 02:04 PM

“

i wish to offer my sympathy and prayers to Joe's family. I taught his sons while I was
at Christ the King School. Sister Laura Marie Schmitt

Laura Marie Schmitt - November 30, 2019 at 01:11 PM

“

A true gentleman...I worked for him while at Mead Johnson and he was a joy,
pleasant. Considerate to be around. Karen A. Moore

karen j moore - November 30, 2019 at 09:57 AM

“

Lou and family,
We are so sorry to hear of Joe’s passing. He was was such a pillar in our MJP, CTK
and MHS families. Prayers for you and your family. We will miss his presence,
wisdom and smile. May he have eternal rest in the arms of our Saviour.
Jim & Mary McCarthy

Mary & Jim McCarthy - November 30, 2019 at 07:43 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Mr. Honnigford's passing. I didn't know him well, but we often
chatted after Mass at Christ the King. He was always so kind to me. John and I hung
around with many of the same kids at MHS; thinking of you and your family, John.
Mrs. Honnigford, please know that you are in my prayers.

Susan Donahue Yates - November 30, 2019 at 12:42 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joseph Honnigford.

November 29, 2019 at 11:56 PM

“

Aunt Lou and family, I am sorry to hear Uncle Joe has passed. You will be in our
thoughts and prayers.
Susie Thompson

Susanne Thompson - November 29, 2019 at 10:54 PM

“

Uncle Joe was a wonderful teddy-bear of a man who loved to laugh and share time
with his family. We will miss Joe very much. Love to Aunt Lou and family, Vince,
Laurie & Seth Honnigford

laurie honnigford - November 29, 2019 at 08:58 PM

