Gary D. Sprinkle
September 21, 1937 - July 21, 2020

Gary D. Sprinkle, 82, of Evansville, passed away Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at his home. He
was born September 21, 1937 in Evansville, to the late Galen and Verneda (Sharp)
Sprinkle.
Gary retired as a Detective Sergeant after working 28 ½ years with the Evansville Police
Department. Following his retirement from the EPD, he worked as Manager of Security for
Buehler’s Buy-Low/IGA Foods. He retired begrudgingly at 80 years old. Gary also taught
Criminal Justice at the University of Evansville, University of Southern Indiana, and
Vincennes University. Gary was a graduate of Reitz High School where he played
basketball and was an active Big Blue Booster. He was a member of the 1954 Reitz team
that went to Semi-State. He attended Arkansas State on a basketball scholarship and
returned and graduated from the University of Evansville. He later received his Master’s
from U of E in Criminal Justice. He was a very active member at McCutchanville
Community Church. Gary was a veteran of the United States Army and member of the
Fraternal Order of Police, Lessing Masonic Lodge # 464, Hadi Shrine, and Scottish Rite.
Gary was a very avid sports fan, especially IU and U of E and enjoyed attending all of his
grandchildren’s activities, whether it was a musical program or sporting event. Gary was
well-known for the generosity of his time and resources in support of countless
organizations, groups, events, causes, teams, fundraisers, and individuals over the years.
Gary deeply loved his children, grandchildren and great-grandchild, and he will be greatly
missed by those who knew him.
Gary is survived by his daughters, Jeanine (Jeff) Minor and Amy Worthington; son, Brett
(Ellen) Sprinkle; grandchildren, Meagan, Lauren and Craig (Samantha) Minor, Garrett and
Jalen Sprinkle, and Wade Worthington; great granddaughter, Amelia Minor; brother,
Richard (Barbara) Sprinkle; brother-in-law, Tom Schwartz; special friend, Betty Nelson;
and many nieces and nephews.
In addition to his parents, Gary was preceded in death by his wife, Barbara Gayle in 2013,
sister, Gloria Schwartz and granddaughter, Renee Worthington.

Visitation will be from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Sunday, July 26, 2020 at Ziemer Funeral
Home North Chapel, 6300 N. First Avenue where the Lessing Masonic Lodge #464 will
conduct a Memorial service at 6:00 p.m. Visitation will continue from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00
a.m. Monday, July 27, 2020 at McCutchanville Community Church, 9505 Petersburg Rd.,
Evansville, IN 47725. Funeral Services will begin at 11:00 a.m. at the church with Pastor
Greg Davis officiating.
Burial will be at Memorial Park Cemetery where the Fraternal Order of Police will conduct
graveside services.
Memorial contributions may be made to McCutchanville Community Church, 9505
Petersburg Rd., Evansville, IN 47725 or the American Cancer Society, 318 Main Street,
Suite 219, Evansville, IN 47708.
Condolences may be made online at www.ziemerfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

I worked with Gary for 13 years at Buehlers. He was an amazing man. Always soft
spoken even when dealing with the bad guys. RIP Gary you will be missed.

Yvonne Travelstead - July 27 at 12:29 PM

“

We were sad to hear about your Father’s passing. Gary was a kind and giving man
to all that knew him. His friendliness and kind heart were always present in his visit
with you.
We know that he will be missed dearly by many. He and Barb were wonderful
neighbors and their memories will live on with us. We send our deepest heartfelt
sympathy.
Marian Thomas and Beth Hanneken

Elizabeth Hanneken - July 27 at 11:09 AM

“

Gary was a great person. Gary was practically my right hand in running the Piys
during Thunder. I can tell many tales from Thinder, and Gary has a part in most of
them. This was a man I truly liked and respected. Tom Sawyer

Thomas Sawyer - July 26 at 03:44 PM

“

Paraphrasing Maya Angelou "but people will never forget how you made them feel "
Gary made us all feel like family...welcomed & loved. He did that first for me,then my
son, followed by my grandkids. Thank you, Sprinkle family for sharing Gary with us.
Jeff & Karen Wilson

Karen Wilson - July 26 at 01:13 PM

“

Dear friends -- Larry and I send our deepest sympathy to you and your family at this
sad time. We remember the good times our families -- the Smiths, the Colemans and
the Sprinkles all had together. Seems like yesterday. We're thinking of you, loving
you and praying for you. Blessings to all -- Patti and Larry Coleman

Patti Colema - July 26 at 11:26 AM

“

Due to Covid 19, we have decided not to show our respects to Gary Don in person.
He was such a fine man and always so nice to me. Once during Sectionals for
basketball back when he play for Reitz, I spent the night with Galen and Vernita and I
thought I was big stuff having him take me to the ballgame. I cheer led for Mt. Vernon
High School at the time. So sorry to miss being there today. These are trying times
for all to decide what to do and what not to do. Dick, we send our sympathy and
Betty Don and Jim asked us to pass along theirs, too. Bobbie Jane Wiggins Weaver
and Bill

Bobbie Jane Wiggins Weaver - July 26 at 10:21 AM

“

Gary was such a sweet man. I met him on the "boat" and later would often run into
him at Buy-Low. I guess we got to talking because I knew you Richard when you
were my Handbell director at St. Pauls many years ago! Prayers for the whole family.

Lynn Esche Grifin - July 25 at 09:01 PM

“

You are all in our thoughts and prayers. He was a great man. Jeff Biggs and family.

jeff Biggs - July 25 at 05:16 PM

“

Gary was a truly wonderful person. Seems he lived to serve. I met him when he
provided security at Deaconess ER. He bought popcorn in 50-lb. bags and made
sure all the staff on his shifts had popcorn at their desks. He burned up (and
replaced) MANY popcorn poppers! When my dad died, Gary was my greatest
comforter and "adopted dad." When I got it into my head that I wanted to join a
previously all-male bodybuilding gym, Gary and Ted Mattingly were my sponsors.
Another commenter got it right. Heaven has gained a very special person. Our loss is
Gary's gain. Rest in peace, my friend!

Melissa (Brown) Ogura - July 25 at 01:32 PM

“

Gary and I met at Ayr-Way where he worked security. We became such good friends
that he was in my wedding. There will be a lot of testimony on Gary's character,
kindness and professionalism. Of course, I've got a lot of stories unique to our
relationship but what many people have forgotten is how good a Basket Ball player
he was. He took up a lot of room under the basket. He used to take breaks at the
house when I lived on Taylor and introduced me to 'UNA Pizza'. He was a great
friend...God Rest His Soul.

Wayne Foster
WAYNE FOSTER - July 25 at 10:52 AM

“

John and Bonnie Bittner have nothing but great memories we have with the Sprinkle
family since we met when our children were in grade school at Scott. After the kids
were out of grade, high and college we met up with Barbara and Gary occasionally to
catch up and it was always fun. After Barbara’s death on occasion we would see
Gary at IGA or a restaurant or coffee shop and visit. He is an amazing man who will
be missed by us and the Evansville family. We are sorry family for you loss but just
know he is in heaven with your mom. We are not coming to visitation or service
because of the virus. Just know we are with you in spirit.

John & Bonnie Bittner - July 25 at 10:24 AM

“

Gary took me under his wings when I became a Detective for the Boonville Police
Department and we became friends for many of years there after, what a great
person. I know he will be missed by me and many others that Gary touched in life.
My God Bless
Jerry Abshire

Jerry Abshire - July 25 at 08:56 AM

“

One of the kindest people I ever met in my life. I am so happy I got to know Gary and
worked with him for many yrs. I always knew I had someone on my side when Gary
was involved. He was always full of hugs and kisses. you will be missed Sprink.

Donna Gayso - July 24 at 10:30 PM

“

First met "Sarge" while covering ball games where he worked security, then got to
know him much better at McCutchanville Church. He and Barb were special people.
When I heard the Fall Festival was canceled, I thought of missing Gary sitting outside
the McCutchanville booth and encouraging me to order an extra strawberry

shortcake. Sorry for your loss, Brett, Jeanine and Amy. Your dad made a difference
for a lot of us.
Tim Ethridge - July 24 at 07:52 PM

“

I worked with Gary at Evansville Police Dept. He had a good sense of humor and
very caring. Sorry for your loss.

Beverly Ice - July 24 at 05:49 PM

“

What great man. He was always so kind to us. It was such fun to watch his reactions
to Brett's antics when camping at Bristol !! He and Barbara welcomed us with open
arms. He will NEVER be forgotten.
Glenn and Tamie Crecelius

Tamie Crecelius - July 24 at 02:38 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gary D. Sprinkle.

July 24 at 01:32 PM

“

Jean Loeffler lit a candle in memory of Gary D. Sprinkle

Jean Loeffler - July 24 at 11:19 AM

“

I remember Gary at the grocery store in Boonville..Such a nice person to know, we
counted on his direction & feedback. God bless your family & we pray that the family
is lifted up with the knowledge that you will see him again someday when your
someday comes. Prayers for all.

stephanie schneider - July 24 at 10:58 AM

“

My heart breaks for the loss of this great man. Gary will be missed by so many
people. Heaven gained a very special angel.

Debbie Barth - July 24 at 10:28 AM

“

Regrets and condolences to Brett, all family members and friends of the family. I
have known Gary for some 60 years. He has always been a “top notch” person. May
he REST IN PEACE!

Jim Miller, Newburgh - July 24 at 10:18 AM

“

On behalf of the Evansville Police Pension Board, I would like to express our deepest
condolences on the loss of a dear brother. I had the great fortune to not only work
with Gary for many years but I was proud to call him my friend. He will be greatly
missed.

John Warren - July 24 at 10:10 AM

“

I first met Gary when my dad was Stock Manager at Great Scot. If I remember
correctly he provided security as an off duty job. Years later we worked on some
cases together when he was at EPD and I was a prosecutor.
He was passionate about his cases.
Over the years after my dad died we would run into each other and he always had a
kind word to say about Dad.
I’m glad I knew Gary.
Please accept my condolences.
Christian M Lenn

Christian - July 24 at 10:07 AM

“

Sorry for your loss of your father. Gary was a great supporter of many causes. He will
be missed by those peoples lives he touched through his many great works.

Kim Heseman - July 24 at 10:06 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Gary's passing...he was a great but stubborn Man!!!
He was loved by many!!
Lea Mccrarey

Lea Mccrarey - July 24 at 06:50 AM

“

SO VERY SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS - SUCH A GREAT PERSON
SENDING PRAYERS FOR ALL OF YOU
JEANIE BERGNER
EVANSVILLE, IN

Jeanie Meeks Bergner - July 24 at 05:47 AM

“

Brett, I'm so sorry to hear about your dad. What a great man he was. I know he will
be missed. My prayers and thoughts are with you

Ramona Helmbrecht - July 24 at 03:27 AM

“

No fun losing a good friend and person.Gary had old school values, which are the
best and are going by the wayside! Big heart for sure.Love ya man!!

Kirk - July 24 at 12:15 AM

“

Prayers to your family.

Jon Patton - July 23 at 11:14 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Gary's passing. We always a great time working security
over a thirty years span at Robert's Stadium. May God Bless Gary's Spirit and
comfort the entire extended family.
Pete and Caroline Swaim

Peter M Swaim - July 23 at 09:36 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Gary D. Sprinkle.

July 23 at 09:18 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I spent so much time with Gary with Junior Football
we ran the fall festival booth together. Those were special times with a special friend.
God Bless Gary and family as you go through these difficult times

Becky Sulawske - July 23 at 07:04 PM

“

Mr Sprinkle was my very first basketball coach way back when. He made an
impression on me back then and still did today. He always seemed to have an
optimistic point of view on everything.
And I'm sure being a police officer, he was one of the best. Good man, I'm sure he
will be missed by many.

Chad Will - July 23 at 05:05 PM

“

“

I will miss all of the laughs and memories that I shared with Gary. He was a
inspiration to us all. Our thoughts and prayers go out to your family.
With deepest sympathy - Jim and Sandy Collier

Jim Collier - July 23 at 04:44 PM

“

Renee Johnston Andrews purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket for the family of
Gary D. Sprinkle.

Renee Johnston Andrews - July 23 at 04:11 PM

“

Uncle Gary will truly be missed. I loved him very much. Sharon and I will keep you all
in our prayers. Love always, Scott & Sharon Rundell

Scott Rundell - July 23 at 03:55 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Gary D. Sprinkle.

July 23 at 03:37 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Gary was a special person and a good friend to our family. He
was a great supporter of our community.

Janet Leistner - July 23 at 03:37 PM

“

Gary very generous man. Loved his family and grandkids. Always had a kiss for the
women. Very lost when Barb passed. He always seen that she had lots of flowers on
her grave, a rose on her chair at Christmas time. He was a good friend. I know he is

happy to be with Barb again. What precious reunion. Prayers for the family.
Snyder

Anita

Anita Snyder - July 23 at 03:32 PM

“

Brett,
You and your family are in my thoughts and prayers.
Darren Sroufe

Darren Sroufe - July 23 at 03:10 PM

“

Mr. Sprinkle was one of the greatest men I have ever met. He was a father to all of the kids
he coached. I cherish the great times I had with his family. He is missed by way more
people than anyone can imagine. I am truly saddened by his death. His family should be
proud of the lives he changed.
Tab Erwin
Tab Erwin - July 25 at 05:39 PM

“

Brett,Amy and Jeanine.
So sorry for the loss of your dad. Becky and I loved him to death. He was a one of kind guy
who made everyone feel special and that made him special. He will be greatly missed.
Kenny and Becky Nutt
REBECCA NUTT - July 26 at 02:50 PM

