Don Ray Smith Sr.
November 9, 1938 - December 22, 2019

Don R. Smith, Sr., 81, of Evansville, passed away December 22, 2019 at Deaconess
Midtown Hospital. He was born November 9, 1938 in Evansville, IN to the late Tom Smith
and Sara Parson Taylor.
Don worked more than 50 years as a trash collector for several companies in the
Evansville area. He attended the Bible Center Cathedral. Don enjoyed spending time
fishing and watching wrestling, as well as driving in the demolition derby.
Don is survived by his daughters, Peggy Smith, Brenda Smith and Tammy Morrow; a son,
Donald Smith, Jr.; four grandchildren and numerous great grandchildren; seven brothers
and three sisters; and many nieces and nephews.
In addition to his parents, Don is preceded in death by his wife Debra Smith and daughter
JoAnn Cash.
Visitation will be from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sunday, December 29, 2019 at Ziemer
Funeral Home Central Chapel, 626 North First Ave., Evansville, 47710. A funeral service
will begin at 10:00 a.m. Monday, December 30, 2019 at the funeral home with Rev. Alan
Shelby officiating.
Burial will be at Oak Hill Cemetery, 1400 E. Virginia St., Evansville, 47711.
Condolences may be made online at www.ziemerfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Don was a great friend. He will be missed by everyone. He taught me how to drive
the trash truck. We would go on the trash route on Saturday mornings even during
the winter, he could always make any job fun. He taught me how to have a good
work ethic. Love you Don.

James Woods - December 29, 2019 at 02:41 PM

“

Loved One Vertical Blanket was purchased for the family of Don Ray Smith Sr..

December 29, 2019 at 08:46 AM

“

Well want to say I'm going to miss you alot the times that we went camping the times
that we went riding around in the big red truck the times that you was at my wrestling
telling me to Don't Stop keep going keep fighting the times we used to wrestle in the
living room with Grandma watching us the times when we was in the backyard raking
up leaves and playing in the snow. And the funny times like being in the kitchen
cooking up pizzas and having goggles on while we was cutting up onions to put on
our pizzas the times that ways to take Grandma's robe and put them on us and walk
around the house with them. Going to miss you Grandpa rest in heaven with
Grandma

Tim Morrow #grandson - December 27, 2019 at 10:04 PM

“

Both your Grandma and Grandpa loved you so much they were so proud of you. Going
down to the river camp with my parents, Kimberly and you were precious memories for
them as well as you. There are just to many wonderful and hilarious memories for me to
post even half of them, can remember when aunt Debbie and uncle Donnie went on
vacation with Mom Dad and me and I found these little fireworks (looked like a small piece
of a toothpick) and you could stick them inside of a cigarette or cigar and they would
explode LMAO just thinking about it , I put one in your grandpa's cigar and after he hit it a
few times it exploded I will never forget the look on his face. His once a year giant yard

sale. His wall of hat's, and how he used to be on a 2-hour feeding schedule or he would
start to get a little cranky, how he was the only man I ever seen eat an onion like an apple. I
could keep going in and on. Every one needs an uncle or grandpa in there life like him. I
love you uncle Donnie and you will be missed and never forgotten
Allen Burns - December 28, 2019 at 01:44 AM

“

Uncle don used to stop by our house almost every day when I was young. He had
his trash route and would stop by for tea or a sandwich he was always fun and
always took the time to talk with me even if it was just for a moment or two. And he
loved showing me cool stuff he found on his route. Super cool Uncle. Loved him he
will be missed.

ben smithnewman - December 27, 2019 at 04:32 PM

